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ARDANRUNES 
 
This is the August 2010 issue of the Ardanrunes, a publication of the Shire of Ardanroe of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, 
Inc.). Ardanrunes is an electronic newsletter only, available on the Shire of Ardanroe website. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright 2010 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 

or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 
the legal rights of our contributors. All clipart in this issue is from Microsoft Word. Photographs from Barbearian Brawl and Ardanroe 30th 

Anniversary Celebration were taken by Barun Rory ua Riada. The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month for the issue coming out the 

1st of the next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDANROE OFFICERS 
 

Seneschal: The Honorable Lady Avice of York  Minister of Children: VACANT 

Knight Marshal: Lord Skallagrim Bararson    Web Minister: Lorccán na Túaithe 

Herald: Maistir Rory ua Riada    Provost of RUGA: Lady Amata Quentin Motzhart 

Exchequer: Joya le Normande    Quartermaster: Mistress Sarah MacGregor 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: The Hon. Lady Melisant of Exmoor   Chatelaine: Lady Evlaliia Sveinnsdaughter 

Chronicler: Barun Rory ua Riada    Historian: Lady Amelia Balentine 

Chirurgeon: VACANT     Constable: Giric l{o,}gmaðr 

 

 

HARKEN YE! 
 

Below is a tentative schedule of Shire activities for the month of August: 

 

August 3 ï Fighter Practice ï 6:30 p.m. ï Duck Pond on East Kings Highway (Tuesday) 

August 11 ï Populace Meeting ï 7:00 p.m. ï Aulds Library (Wednesday) 

August 17 ï Fighter Practice ï 6:30 p.m. ï Duck Pond on East Kings Highway (Tuesday) 

August 25 ï A&S Workshop ï 7:00 p.m. ï Aulds Library (Wednesday) 

 

NOTE: Please see the Shire website and Ardanroe Yahoogroup for updates. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events  
 

July 30 ï Aug 15  Pennsic 39 (Aethelmearc) 

August 7         Huntsmanôs Harvest ï Coill Fhionnabhann (one day) 

August 14 Aphar Faire & GA Live Weapons Championship 

 ï Lagerdamm 

August 21 Gleann Abhann 5
th
 Year ï Tor an Riogh 

August 28 Duvant Defender ï Wyrmgeist 

September 4 MidSummer Knightôs Dream - Smythkepe 

September 11 Slay the Dragon - Vogelburg 

September 18 Kingdom Arts and Sciences Faire ï Seleone 

September 25 Holy Pail ï Rooks Haven 

September 25 A Grand Melee ï Three Rivers/Grey Niche 

October 2 Gleann Abhann Coronation ï Ardanroe 

October 9 Diamond Wars ï Small Gray Bear 

October 16 Harvest Home ï Northover  
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SAINTS DAY CALENDAR 
 

August 16
th
 is the calendar date for Rock. He is considered one of many Saints called upon for defense against the 

plague. Rock was the son of the governor of Montpellier, and became an orphan at the age of twenty. He promptly 

gave away all his money and set off on pilgrimage to Rome. It is believed he reached Italy during the year of 1348, 

known as the year of the Black Death. Those people who cared for those whom had contacted the plague were 

hailed as saints. Rock had the birthmark of a small cross on his chest. He is said to have made the sign of the cross 

over the sick and that many recovered. He eventually contracted the plague and chose to die alone in the woods near 

Piacenza. However, a dog came and licked the sores and brought him food, and Rock recovered. He eventually 

returned to Montpellier, but no one recognized him. As this region of France was divided by war, Rock was declared 

a spy and imprisoned. Only on his death in 1378 was the cross birthmark discovered and an honorable funeral was 

given to lost native son. His canonization was hastened by the fact that the plague broke out when the Council of 

Constance was assembled between 1414 and 1418. Delegates begged Saint Rockôs intercession, the plague was 

lifted, and approval was thusly made. In art, Rock is frequently depicted with a dog. 

 

 

Bentley, James. A Calendar of Saints: The Lives of the Principal Saints of the Christian Year. London: Time Warner 

Books, an imprint of Little, Brown Book Group, 2006. 

 

 

      
 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

The following Shire offices need Deputies: Web Minister, Provost of RUGA, Quartermaster, and Minister of Arts & 

Sciences, and Chronicler. 

 

The following Shire offices are Open and Need Filling: Minister of Children and Chirurgeon 
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SPAMALOT 
 

The musical production ñSpamalotò will be at the Strand Theater on December 20
th
. The performance starts at 7:30 

p.m. Tickets went on sale July 15
th
 and prices range from $ 40 - $ 60 per ticket. Contact Lady Branwen Ballard 

(Barbara) if interested in going as a group. 

 

 

       
 

 

TOWN FAIRE 
 

It was a rainy evening on Tuesday, July 6 when the Shire of Ardanroe held fighter practice at the Duck Pond on East 

Kings Highway. Practice started at 6:30 p.m. Two newcomers came out giving a total of four or five fighters that 

evening. Symon oversaw practice as deputy knight marshal. 

 

Tuesday, July 20 was the second fighter practice of the month held by the Shire of Ardanroe at the Duck Pond on 

East Kings Highway. Practice started at 6:30 p.m. Three fighters participated ï Symon, Johannes, and Helmut. 

Several spectators stopped by and questions were answered by Avice and others. 

 

Wednesday, July 21 at the Aulds Branch Library starting at 7:00 p.m. and ending around 8:15 p.m. was the Barony 

Discussion Meeting. This was a follow-up from the June Populace Meeting when the Shire members decided to 

have a meeting the following month to be able to talk more in-depth about what a Barony was and the process to 

become one and decide whether to continue looking at this. Seventeen adults attended (Avice, Symon, James, Sarah, 

Medb, Jurgis, Joya, Amata, Dana, Evlaliia, Ebrahim, Olaf, Melisant, Giric, Eibhilín, and Rory, and Skallagrim near 

the end). Olaf reported on BIC (Baronial Investigation Committee) that two years (or more) ago looked at the 

Baronial process, requirements, and whether Ardanroe could meet those. At that time the membership numbers 

could not fulfill the desired 50 ï 75 members (25 required but 50 ï 75 gives the cushion for rotation of offices, jobs, 

and fluctuations in members as people come and go). Medb had a near current list from Corporate indicating the 

Shire was around 50 members. Following discussion, questions and answers about the requirements, process, pros 

and cons of a Barony, those present unanimously voted to continue the Baronial project. BAC (Baronial 

Advancement Committee) was formed from volunteers at the meeting. The BAC consists of Avice (Seneschal), 

Dana, Medb, Olaf, Sarah, and Symon. Avice will contact Ravenswar (Kingdom Seneschal) to notify him that the 

Shire is interested in attempting Baronial advancement. 

  

The Shireôs A&S Night was held on Wednesday, July 28 at the Aulds Branch Library from seven to eight oôclock. 

Thirteen people attended, eleven adults and two children (Giric, Eibhilín, Amata, Amelia, Rory, Melisant, Joya, 

Jurgis, Ebrahim, Lorccán, Danita, Drake, and Caitlyn). Rory gave a demonstration on how to warp an inkle loom to 

do inkle-weaving and  how to begin to weave, using Ameliaôs new inkle loom and threads. Afterwards Melisant and 

Amelia organized creating the display for Gleann Abhann 5
th
 Year for the Shire using fabric, glue sticks, scissors, 

color prints of photos, and construction paper. Attendees traced and cut out the letters in yellow construction paper 

to say óShire of Ardanroeô and cut out photos and construction paper as background for the photos to go onto the 

fabric, which would be attached to the tri-fold display board. 
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THE ARDANROE HERBARIUM 
(THL Rovena of Bri Leith, Column Editor) 

 

 

 

 

COMFREY 
 

Comfrey (Symphytum officinale L.) is a perennial herb of the family Boraginaceae. 

There are eight major species:  Symphytum asperum (Prickly Comfrey), Symphytum bulbosum (Bulbous 

Comfrey), Symphytum caucasicum (Caucasian Comfrey), Symphytum ibericum (Creeping Comfrey), Symphytum 

orientale (White Comfrey), Symphytum tauricum (Crimean Comfrey), Symphytum tuberosum (Tuberous Comfrey), 

and Symphytum x uplandicum (Russian Comfrey). It is also known as knitbone, boneset, and bruisewort. 

This sturdy root plant has large leaves that are a striking contrast to its small flowers that can be pink, light 

purple, blue, cream or white. The stem can grow to a height of 40ò with hairy leaves and stems can be very irritating 

to the skin. It is found growing in damp, grassy areas of its native Europe but it is widespread along the Irish and 

British river banks and ditches. Its ruling planet is Saturn. 

All species should be considered poisonous. The blossoms and plant contains alkaloids that can paralyze 

the central nervous system. Internal use of comfrey may lead to kidney damage. The scientific debate on internal use 

of comfrey is still going on so be very cautious of the internal or culinary uses though no problems have been shown 

to the external uses. 

Another problem with comfrey is its invasive nature. This invasiveness led to the development of Bocking 

14 (Symphytum x uplandicum) by Lawrence Hills in the 1950s. Bocking 14 is not as invasive because it is a sterile 

plant that can only reproduce from root cuttings. If you have a mature plant, you can propagate it by removing the 

crown from the soil then splitting it up. The parent plant recovers quickly. Be careful during the division process that 

you do not have root fragments that end up in unintended places. To acquire your initial plant, check with your local 

nursery or online. 

Because of its fast growing nature and its large leaves, comfrey places high demands on nitrogen. You 

should not harvest comfrey or allow it to flower until it is well established - not until at least its second season. 

Although comfrey will continue to grow late into the autumn, you should not do any autumn harvesting as this can 

prevent the plant from having enough storage buildup for winter. Be sure you want this plant before getting it 

established. It has a deep root system that makes it very difficult to get rid of. If you must eradicate it, it is best done 

it the hottest, driest part of the summer by digging up every bit of root you can and leaving the ground exposure to 

help kill off any roots you have missed. 

While comfrey has many recognized medicinal benefits, its use is controversial due to the liver damage it 

can cause. The root is applied externally as a poultice to wounds, bruises, and stubborn abscesses. For internal use, a 

tea is made for the treatment of diarrhea, bronchial problems, intestinal bleeding, and dysentery. Gerard used it in 

ale to treat back pain caused by ñviolent motionò. Modern science has confirmed that comfrey can influence the 
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course of bone ailments. The flower was used in the Middle Ages to help relieve lung problems caused by Black 

Death. 

If i t is to be raw eaten, the leaves should be picked young enough that the hairs have not developed yet. 

Once hairy, the leaves need to be cooked to dissipate the hairs. 

The mucilage can be use to soothe as well as soften the skin. It will also promote healthy new cell growth. 

You can add it to your skin creams or add it to your bath. 

There are various ways in which comfrey can be utilized as a fertilizer: as a compost activator; as a liquid 

fertilizer; as mulch or side dressing; and as a potting mixture. 

Comfrey can be used to make a yellow dye or add an iron mordant to get a brown dye. 

It makes a great background plant especially against foundations. Choose your species carefully as some 

are clumpier than others and may overrun your other plantings. It is great for areas that you intend to leave in a wild 

state. 

 

 

References: 

Bender, Steve. The Southern Living Garden Book. Birmingham, AL: Oxmoor House, 1998. 

Beyerl, Paul. The Master Book of Herbalism. Custer, Washington: Phoenix Publishing Co., 1984. 

Frank W. Cawood and Associates, editors. 1,001 Gardening Secrets: the Experts Never Tell You.  Peachtree City, 

GA: FC & A Publishing, 2007. 

Gabriel, Ingrid. Herb Identifier & Handbook. New York: Sterling Pub. Co., 1979 

Gerard, John; Marcus Woodward, ed. Gerardôs Herbal: the History of Plants. London: Senate, 1994. 

Kowalchik, Claire, William H Hylton, and Anna Carr. Rodaleôs Illustrated Encyclopedia of Herbs.  Emmaus, PA: 

Rodale Press, 1987. 

Whiteman, Robin, Rob Talbot, and Ellis Peters. Brother Cadfaelôs Herb Garden: an Illustrated Companion to 

Medieval Plants and Their Uses. London, UK: Little, Brown & Company, 1996. 

 

 

      
 

 

FORTNIGHT 
 

The July Shire Populace Meeting was held on Wednesday, July 14
th
 at the Aulds Branch Library. The 

meeting began around seven-ten and ended around four after eight. Avice ran the meeting as Seneschal. At least 

twenty people attended the meeting (Avice, Dana, Ebrahim, Joya, Jurgis, Rory, Melisant, Sarah, James, Broddi, 

Mateo, Helmut, Symon, Medb, Branwen, Johannes, Amata, Evlaliia, Eibhilín, and Giric).  

 Officer reports were given by the officers.  

Amata as RUGA Provost encouraged everyone to consider getting a degree in RUGA and to see her for 

information. 

Melisant as Minister of Arts and Sciences is tentatively looking at the Shireôs History Project for GA 5
th
 

Year as the A&S activity for this month. She has to confirm with Amelia. 

Rory as Herald again introduced Eibhilín has his deputy. Heraldry reports are now quarterly instead of 

monthly starting with the 3
rd
 quarter of the year (last monthly report was June). The first quarterly report will be due 

in October for July ï September. Helmutôs name and device have been registered. Joya just submitted her device 

tonight. Amata made a wonderful gift for Dana of Danaôs device painted on wood. Mistress Brigit will become the 

new Diamond Principal Herald in the fall (around or soon after 3
rd
 Quarterly reports are due ï these are to go to 

Brigit and not Sarah). Sarah is happy. Date for the local change of herald office has yet to be decided but should be 

sometime in the winter. 

Rory as Chronicler announced the July issue of Ardanrunes is on the website thanks to Lorccán. Joya has 

submitted a beginning of news about Birthday Bash but more is needed from those who attended, along with other 

event news (Lillies, etc.).  
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Joya as Exchequer reported that the 2
nd

 Quarter Finance Report was almost done (being signed tonight) and 

the Shire had ~ $6600 in the bank. 

Evlaliia reported for Skallagrim (knight marshal) that due to shorthand at work, he will be on the road a lot 

and Symon will be handling things. Symon reported on the July 6
th
 fighter practice and that the next one is on the 

20
th
, and equipment for needed for newcomers. 

Evlaliia as Chatelaine reported that two new guys showed up at the July 6
th
 fighter practice. Mateo 

announced that he and his family had moved to Ardanroe from Blackmoor Keep, so four more members are now in 

Ardanroe. Broddi said óhiô as he was temporarily working here but lives in Blackmoor Keep and is not moving up 

here (yet). 

Sarah as Quartermaster and Giric as Constable had nothing to report. 

The local web minister and historian were not at the meeting due to mundane conflicts. 

New Business: 

The new red plates ordered have arrived. One was passed around for all to look at. 

Blood drive information for a member of the SCA, known as ógood Boogieô, seriously injured in a car 

accident in Mississippi, is the on Gleann Abhann yahoo list. Sarah has the information for anyone wishing to give 

blood at Life Share Blood Centers. 

James and Medb gave the report of the Shireôs 30
th
 Anniversary Birthday Party on July 24 at the Shady 

Grove Community Center. The potluck list has almost been filled by everyone. Tables for use outside will need to 

be brought, as the SGCC tables must stay indoors. No alcohol is allowed on-site. The Shire Defender Tourney will 

be held along with outside games, possibly dancing inside, and food. Avice is baking the cake. Medb will bring five 

to seven tablecloths. The event starts at ten oôclock. We must be off site by three fifty-nine that afternoon! A flyer/ad 

is in the July issue of the Ambassador. Dana will oversee troll. 

Melisant has been spearheading the Timeline Demo. This will be held Saturday, September 25 at Lake 

Bistineau State Park. The park has okayed food vendors and okayed Erik bringing his forge. So far only the SCA 

and Vikings have committed. Melisant has not gotten a firm commitment yet from the other groups (Civil War, etc). 

The Vikings are handling the insurance for equestrian and other animals on-site. The Shire is sending off for SCA 

Insurance at the request of the Park since we are using the park for free and the public will be in contact with us. 

The Shireôs bid to host the Fall Coronation of Gleann Abhann the weekend of October 1-3 at Lake 

Bistineau State Park has been accepted. Jurgis and Medb are co-autocrating. Avice is the feastcrat. The Shire is 

requesting the SCA equestrian insurance for this event. Eibhilínôs due date is November 3
rd
 so she will need 

assistance as site herald if Rory has to work October 2 (Election Day ï Shreveport Mayor Election, Council men, 

and School Boards, etc.). 

James is coordinating the Shire tenting as a group at Gleann Abhann 5
th
 Year the weekend of August 20-22. 

It will be held at the Woodmen of the World Camp in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

The Shire óBarony Discussionô will be next Wednesday, July 21 at Aulds Branch Library. 

Skallagrim and Amelia are co-autocrating Winter Wonders in January. There will not be a Grand Chef feast 

at this event as Aviceôs due-date is in mid-January. She is still planning to feastcrat with Dana as her back-up. 

The Kingdom Calendar was gone over for the months of July and August. 

 James asked who was planning to attend Barbarian Brawl this Saturday. James, Evlaliia, Skallagrim, 

Helmut, and Rory plan to be there. Helmut may become a squire at that event. 

 The meeting was adjourned. 
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CARRIAGE CHATTER 
 

 

Loch Bais Birthday Bash, June 12, Shire of Loch Bais 

(Written by Joya la Normande) 

 

 Shire attendees at the one-day Loch Bais Birthday Bash event were Avice of York, Symon, Karn 

(Skallagrimôs son), Skallagrim, Evlaliia, Amelia, Jurgis, and Joya. Despite the heat the battles were well fought and 

all the dead arose to partake in the feast.  Carson was the winner of the Tournament of Champions qualifying 

tourney. Three classes were held. These were on ómaking scents from herbsô, óthe Meaning of Flora in Medieval 

Illuminations and Tapestriesô taught by Mistress Rebecca with the Greyhound, and óA&S Documentationô taught by 

Lady Auriana Ravenstein. This last class in a way became a panel discussion and was very good. The fundraiser 

luncheon was soup and the feast was cold meats, salad, and vegetables. 

 

 

Lugh, July 10, Barony of Grey Niche 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

 At this event King Jon named Sir James the Holy as Kingdom Bard. 

 

 

Barbarian Brawl, July 17, Barony of the Small Gray Bear 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

Lord Gawin der Fuchs was the autocrat, THL Katryne MacIntosh the Strange the co-autocrat, Lady Myra 

of the Glen and Lady Elspeth de Culane the cooks, and Lady Abigail Gryndley handled reservations for Barbearian 

Brawl, the annual summer event of the Barony of the Small Gray Bear. The theme was ñA Knightôs Tale Tailò in an 

attempt to use the movie that Heath Ledger starred in for the backdrop of the event and feast, the feast having a ótailô 

in each remove. 

  The site was the ASU (Arkansas State University) Beebe campusô Student Center in Beebe, Arkansas. The 

site opened at nine oôclock Saturday morning. Lord Brendan mac Siannoc, Baronial chronicler, and Róis ingean 

Fheoláin, Baronial exchequer, were handling troll when I arrived just after twelve noon. I gave them their 51
st
 

twenty dollar bill. 

Inside the Student Center there were two classrooms for classes that day, a Scribeôs lounge to work on 

scrolls, and the A&S room for the A&S contests. All of these were along the hallway leading to the west which 

opened into the dining area. Troll was located at the information desk in the central area of the Student Center. Edrei 

the Merchant had two tables set up of goods in the seating area across from the information desk. A stairwell and 

elevator lead to the second floor where rooms were set aside for the royals to rest, prepare for court, and hold 

meetings. 

 The Barony held the Baronial Defender tourney, the Rapier Defender/Offender tourney, the Jeffrey 

Chaucer Memorial tournament (points for best boasting in each round), and the Warlord tourney (a snowball melee). 

Some or all of these concluded when the musical ice cream wagon rolled into campus and all descended upon óthe 

ice cream manô. This had occurred just before I arrived. 

Helmut participated in both heavy tourneys. He reported that melee tourneys were different from wars. He 

was used to having large numbers on his side so everyone was protected, instead of small bands of two or six 

people, where you had to watch in all directions. 

 In addition to the óice cream manô, the Incipient Shire of Coill Fhionnabhann sold snow cones and canned 

colas as a fundraiser for the Gleann Abhann Chirurgeons and the Incipient Shire. Snow cones were one dollar a 
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piece and available in green apple, grape, lime, pineapple, and strawberry-banana. Colas were seventy-five cents 

each and available in Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Mountain Dew, Dr. Pepper, and Diet Dr. Pepper. 

Other morning activities included the set up and judging of the A&S contests and a kite making class by 

Lord Archer MacRobert in classroom one, limited to ten people. Lunch was available from twelve noon to one 

oôclock. Grilled chicken strips served in bowls and healthy hydrating liquids in two igloos were on a table and 

counter. 

 Five from Ardanroe had journeyed up the night before or that morning. I found three Skallagrim, Evlaliia, 

and Helmut having lunch at a table which also held HRH Brionnfinn, Mistress Miriel and Sir Rey with their new 

baby boy. As my Shire Ardanroe was investigating what a Barony was and the background to Baronies, I informed 

them that HRH Brionnfinn had also been the first Baroness of Small Gray Bear. Then I hurried away. I am told they 

had a great lunch conversation as TRHs had resided in Calontir in the past and both Skallagrim and Evlaliia hail 

from that Kingdom originally. At lunch I also met Travis Gates of the Incipient Canton of Southtower. He and his 

daughter and I then attended the first afternoon class together. 

 In the afternoon archery and spear ranges opened and a Yeoman tourney was held. Inside Mistress Rosalind 

Mihrimah held ñMedia and Your Local Groupò in the second classroom, while the first classroom was cleaned of 

the kites made that morning. The two oôclock classes were ñGambeson Makingò by THL Gwyneth Cearr and 

ñFlemish Bowstringsò by Kirby. The members of the Laurel also met at this time. The final class of the day was 

ñSanitation for Feast Cooksò by Lord Brendan mac Sionnac in the first classroom. I attended Rosalind, Gwyneth, 

and Brendanôs classes, which were all very informative. 

 In the mid-afternoon the A&S room was opened to the populace for viewing. James ens le Breres assisted 

Dame Dredda in watching the room. The A&S room had two contests ï the Standard Bearerôs competition for the 

Barony and a Regional A&S. In addition to pieces entered into one or both contests, there were display only pieces 

as well, entered just for comments. Mistress Margot filled a small table with different items researched as part of the 

A&S 50 Challenge. Lagniappe given to participants included small rubber tree plants from James. 

One item not entered in the A&S competitions were sugar-paste cups created as replicas of the Jelling cup, 

a 10
th
 century silver chalice believed to have been used by the Viking King Gormr and found at Jelling in Jylland, 

Denmark. The sugar-paste cups were made by Baroness Karis as gifts to the Crown and Heirs, a total of four (or at 

least four). At Her Majestyôs request, I took a ósketchingô of these. 

Court began at five oôclock in the dining hall, Baron Brandr Wyborn announcing Their Royal Majesties 

and Highnesses, and Lord Brendan announcing Their Excellencies. The thrones were set up from left to right with 

Prince Radu, Princess Brionnfinn, Queen Beatrix, King Jon, Baron CuCullin, and Baroness Eithne. The Baroness 

traveled in a motorized chariot. 

 Upon the opening of court the Oath of Fealty was sworn by members of the populace and greetings and 

thanks given by Their Majesties and Their Highnesses. Their Excellencies were then asked to do any business they 

had, and the Baronial court began. 

Viscountess Gabrielle von Strassburg was summoned. It was found that there was something that she did 

not have from the Barony, and Baron Soni was called up to herald this óhonorô. In a very enjoyable text, the Sword 

of Orion, the martial arts award of the Barony, was presented to Gabrielle. As Chancellor to the Crown, she then 

ducked back behind the thrones. 

Myra of the Glen was summoned and escorted from the kitchens. ñCan you tell us how many talents you 

have,ò asked the Baroness. Myra was at a loss. Evidently she has a lot of different talents and for her talents in the 

arts and sciences she received the Order of the Morningstar, the Baronyôs arts and sciences award. 

Many other gentlefolk were recognized by the Baron and Baroness with awards or tokens of thanks. 

Mistress Genevote was recognized as the new Yeoman of Small Gray Bear. Mistress Genevote at this time also 

announced that as of today she is no longer the President of the SCA and that óTom Hughesô is the interim President. 

She apologized for ending all of the joy and fun her Barony has had with her as Madame President. Medb inghean 

Daire was recognized as the new Standard Bearer of the Barony.  Cohair OôDunn was announced as the new 

Warlord of the Barony (heavy weapons). The new Protector of the Baroness was Brendan Dudeman (dagger). Lord 

Dhari was the new Baronial Defender (light weapons). 

The autocrats Gawin and Katryne announced that 131 had trolled in today. Dame Dredda announced the 

results of the Regional A&S Fair. The Novice Prize went to Archer MacRobert for his dragon kite. The Overall 

Regional A&S Prize went to Medb inghean Daire for her quilted panel. There were also sponsored prizes by 

Frederick Alton for metalwork (Mistress Genevote received for castings) and Morin ingen Ruairc for herbal (Ana 

Bohem Krejcova received for her box of spices). Dame Dredda then made a plug for Kingdom Arts and Sciences 

and announced that there would be sponsored prizes there as well. She would be sponsoring Research and 

Leatherwork. 
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At this point Mistress Rosalind rose up from the back of the room and proclaimed, as she came forth. ñI, 

Mistress Rosalind Mihrimah Bey, sometimes known as one of three Laurels of the Apocalypse of Gleann Abhann, 

issue this challenge for the Kingdom Arts and Sciences competition the third weekend in September. I challenge you 

to beat my score in an area that you have never entered before! I will enter a category that is not my expertise and 

that I have not entered before. Beat my Score and win a wonderful Prize.ò Gwyneth, Frederick, and someone else in 

the populace accepted the challenge (it might have been the Queen). 

Mistress Brigit presented to Queen Beatrix headgear gifts made by her apprentices. The first was a brow 

band made by Countess Kenna which the royal crown can rest on alleviating some of the hard pressure of it to the 

forehead. The second was a Viking cap I think made by THLady Marcilla. The third, which was a promissory at this 

time, was a veil that Lady Emma del Trees is making. 

Sir James the Holy now took Helmut der Adler as his squire. It was a wonderful ceremony with Helmut 

saying ñYes Sirò when asked by Sir James if he still wished to become his squire. Helmut was given a red belt to put 

on. ñNo one should have a belt that small,ò said Prince Radu. Helmut is very thin. 

Sir James was asked to stay and tell a story as the Kingdom Bard. He told a bad pun story. Instead of the 

moral being ñdonôt count your chickens before they hatchò it was something like ñdonôt hack your Count before he 

chickensò. 

Emma del Trees, as Kingdom Chirurgeon, was pleased to warrant her first new Chirurgeon, Myra of the 

Glen. Others were recognized by the Crown with awards. When Lady Joan of Ooc was summoned, she was out of 

the room watching the children. Sir James went to get his wife and his squire, Helmut was called up to entertain. 

Helmut got a rousing cheer for his story as Sir James returned with his wife. 

Emma Jane was proclaimed to be appointed as the Premier Stylist for the Kingdom of Gleann Abhann. She 

had graciously agreed to cut His Majesties hair after feast and anyone elseôs for Locks of Love, based on a challenge 

issued to the men to Gleann Abhann by Lord Ebrahim al-Jabali. Then in a daring skit in which the King, Queen, 

Prince, and Princess each cut one of four long locks of hair of ñSteveò, THLady Arianna Steffia d'Oeste made the 

first donations to Locks of Love. 

Fifteen minutes after court closed, the dining hall was opened for feast to begin, the thrones having been 

packed and the high table moved into place and table settings arranged. Feast consisted of four removes followed by 

dessert. Each remove contained a ótailô to fit the theme. The first remove was oxtail stew served in bread bowls with 

cheese. The second remove was seafood raviolis, being lobster tails inside the raviolis, served with a loaf of bread. 

The third remove was chicken (the tails of a chicken could be served as a dish called Bishopôs caps ï sadly costs 

prohibited it). The roasted chicken was served with salad. The fourth remove was porkloin (pig tails) with carrots 

and black-eye peas. Dessert was called dragon tails, being chocolate cakes with white icing and red marzipan scales. 

Lemonade, tea (sweet and unsweetened), and water were also served. 

I shared a table with Sir Caedmon and his wife, Skallagrim and Evlaliia, Squire Helmut and his girlfriend 

(a secret spy from Ansteorra ï oh the shame!). Sir Caedmon led the toast to Their Royal Majesties and again to 

Their Royal Highnesses. Baron Soni led the toast to Their Excellencies. Helmut served as Jeffrey Chaucer to 

introduce each remove. Entertainment during feast consisted of background music on several instruments played by 

Melandra of the Woods along with table performances, song or story, by Melandra, and a song by another lady to all 

in the hall. Some of us were also witness to our first SPAMD (spontaneous award of man-dancing) which was 

rendered in mass upon poor tiny Helmut. Evidently Baron Dulinn has been the victim of SPAMD at past Barbearian 

Brawls and was all too willing to help inflict the dance upon someone else. At the conclusion of feast Lady Myra 

was summoned, and she and her kitchen staff were heartily thanked for a wonderful feast. 

 There was only twenty minutes after feast before the clock would strike nine. In this time, or perhaps 

lasting longer, more than seventy inches of hair were donated for Locks of Love. Besides ñSteveò and Their 

Majesties Jon and Beatrix, donations were made by Lady Joan of Ooc, Lord Miles of Southtower, Lord Binn 

MacBrannon, and others. 

 All in all it was a great event and a joy to once again be able to make the trip up for the day to Barbearian 

Brawl. 
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Skallagrim, Evlaliia, and Helmut at lunch    Sugar-Paste Jelling Cup 

 

 

 
 

Sir James the Holy takes Helmut as a squire 

 

   
 

 

Ardanroe 30
th

 Anniversary Celebration, July 24, Shire of Ardanroe 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

 On Saturday, July 24, 2010, the Shire of Ardanroe celebrated its 30
th
 anniversary with a free gathering at 

the Shady Grove Community Center and Park in Bossier City, Louisiana. The site was just across the street from the 

Aulds Branch Library where the Shire holds its populace meetings and A&S nights on the second and fourth 
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Wednesday of the month. Baroness Medb ingen ui Mael Anfaid was the autocrat for the event with THL James ens 

le Breres as co-autocrat.  

The site opened at ten oôclock in the morning and closed at four oôclock in the afternoon. THL Dana the 

Quarrier oversaw the troll table to gather signatures from all attending. She was assisted by Joya la Normande. 

Sixty-one people attended the event, the majority from Ardanroe, with many others coming from Blackwood, Loch 

Bais, and Troll Fen. Some special guests came from Axemoor and Tor an Riogh. These were Mistress Morgana of 

the Mists and Mistress Jane Beaumont. 

The Shire Defender Tourney was held in the shade outside. Baroness Bethany Bacon ran the list with 

Symon Mac Connich, deputy knight marshal, and James as marshals. Mistress Sarah MacGregor was the field 

herald for the first half of the tourney. Symon was field herald for the second half. The tourney was run as a round 

robin, as there were seven fighters. These were Sir Ashikaga Hiromoto, Lady Aishe called Wombat, THL Olaf 

Lutherson, Lord Johannes von Greiffenburg, Lord Mattheus atte Forge, Baron Grimbaldus Bacon, and Helmut der 

Adler.   

 After the tourney, pick up fights were held outside along with a light weapons practice. A buffet lunch was 

held inside. The lunch was potluck, the Shire providing fried chicken, and all attendees requested to bring a side 

dish. THL Avice of York, Ardanroeôs seneschal, made an anniversary sheet cake composed of eight small cakes, 

four chocolate and four white. There was plenty of food ranging from salads, baked beans, and casseroles to deviled 

eggs, fruit, chips, and cheese trays. 

 After lunch, bocce was played overseen by James and later by Rory. Four teams of two each, possibly three 

each, vied to get their bocce balls closest to the little ball. The winners were the black team, with blue, red, and 

yellow making valiant efforts. 

 Later in the afternoon dancing was held inside, Rory coordinating assisted by Sarah. Everyone had to take 

off their shoes and dance in socks or barefooted on the new wood basketball court. The first dance was the Maltese 

Bransle followed by the Tangle Bransle, Gey Gordon (done to Scotland the Brave), and concluding with the Hole in 

the Wall. Drumming ended the afternoonôs activities inside. 

 At a break point in the dancing, a beautiful scroll and engraved token, both made by Olaf, were presented 

to Sir Ashikaga Hiromoto as Shire Defender by Mistress Sarah and THL Avice. 

 

  
          Cake made by Avice        Ardanroeôs banner in the wind 

 

     
 Branwen, Johannes, Olaf, Hiromoto, Kimiko & Helmut   Apollonia and Timo 
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     Sarah, field herald   Angus, Branwyn, & ?    Tancred 

 

         
    A break during the tourney    Resting during the tourney 

 

 

        
     Sir Hiromoto vs. Lady Aishe with Symon as field herald            Rebecca, Nonnie, Gabriela, Mattheus 

 

 


