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ARDANRUNES 
 
This is the November 2009 issue of the Ardanrunes, a publication of the Shire of Ardanroe of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, 
Inc.). Ardanrunes is an electronic newsletter only, available on the Shire of Ardanroe website. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright 2009 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 

or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 
the legal rights of our contributors. Photographs from Swamp Romp were taken by Baroness Barbara Sterling and Lord Ebrahim al-Jabali. All 

clipart in this issue is from Microsoft Word. The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month for the issue coming out the 1st of the next 

month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDANROE OFFICERS 
 

Seneschal: The Honorable Lady Dana the Quarrier  Minister of Children: VACANT 

Knight Marshal: Lord Johannes von Greiffenburg  Web Minister: Lorccán na Túaithe 

Herald: Maistir Rory ua Riada    Provost of RUGA: Lady Amata Quentin Motzhart 

Exchequer: Mistress Sarah MacGregor   Quartermaster: Mistress Sarah MacGregor 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: The Hon. Lady Melisant of Exmoor   Chatelaine: Skallagrim Balrarson 

Chronicler: Barun Rory ua Riada    Historian: Lord Ebrahim al-Jabali 

Chirurgeon: VACANT     Constable: The Honorable Lord Olaf Lutherson 

 

 

HARKEN YE! 
 

Below is a tentative schedule of Shire activities for the month of November: 

 

November 7 ï Fighter Practice ï TBA 

November 11 ï Populace Meeting ï 7:00 p.m. ï Aulds Library (Wednesday) 

November 25 ï A&S Workshop ï 7:00 p.m. ï Aulds Library (Wednesday) 

November 28 ï Fighter Practice ï TBA 

 

NOTE: Please see the Shire website and Ardanroe Yahoogroup for updates. 

 

 

Calendar of Events  
 

October 31 Samhain ï Grey Niche 

October 31 Heraldic Havoc ï Loch Bais 

November 7 A Drop in the Holy Bucket ï Rooks Haven  

November 14 Gleann Abhann Fall Crown List ï Ardanroe 

November 21 Bordermarch Autumn Melees ï (Ansteorra) 

December 5 Tournament of Champions II ï Iron Ox 

December 12 Christmas Revel ï Axemoor  

January 16 Winter Wonders XXIV  - Ardanroe  

January 16 Newbie Collegium ï Lagerdamm (1-Day Only) 

January 23 Mongol Plague ï Blackwood 

February 13 Candlemas ï Grey Niche 

February 27 Kingdom Fighter Collegium ï Blackmoor Keep 

Table of Contents  
 

An Honor to be Nominated 

Ardanroe Officers 

Calendar of Events 

Carriage Chatter 

Census 2010 ï SCA Style 

Fortnight 

From the New Shire Chatelaine 

Harken Ye! 

Lessons in Heraldry 

On this Day 

Positions Available 

Regional Arts Fairs 

Scriptorium Sending 

The Ardanroe Herbarium 

Tournament of Champions II 

Town Faire 



Ardanrunes, November 2009 issue  2 

       
 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

The following Shire offices need Deputies: ALL (Seneschal, Minister of Children, Knight Marshal, Web Minister, 

Herald, Provost of RUGA, Exchequer, Quartermaster, Minister of Arts & Sciences, Chatelaine, Chronicler, 

Historian, Chirurgeon). 

 

The following Shire offices are Open and Need Filling: Minister of Children, Chirurgeon 

 

The following Shire offices are in the process of óchanging of the guardô: Knight Marshal 

 

 

                          
 

 

SCRIPTORIUM SENDING 
 

Their Royal Majesties need award scrolls. Below is the text to one of the many awards in the new Kingdom. 

 

A&S Champion invited to Champion GA at GW 

 

(3 of these; please leave an entire line for the name and the entry description) 

 

Whereas you, 

 _________________________________________________________________  

have displayed before Our populace superior knowledge, research, talent and skill. It is Our pleasure and privilege 

as King and Queen of Gleann Abhann to proclaim you a Champion of the Arts and Sciences.  As such, you are 

charged to represent Our Kingdom at Gulf Wars ____ in the Arts and Sciences Champions Battle with your 

 __________________________________________________________________  

entry. 

 

Done this          day of                     ,  Anno Societatis                  , being             of the current era. 

 

Rex   Regina 

 

 

      
 

REGIONAL ARTS FAIRS 
 

Mistress Brigit, Companion of the Laurel, has the following advice for those interested in arts and sciences 

competitions. Looking for a Regional Faire to enter your works in? Consider: Christmas Revel (December), Winter 

Wonders (January), Candlemas (February), Gulf Wars (March ï Open A&S), Athenaeum (April), Academy of 

Fashion (June), and Academy of Performing Arts (August). 
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FORTNIGHT 
 

The Shire Populace Meeting was held on Wednesday, October 14, 2009 at the Aulds Branch Library in 

Bossier City. Dana ran the meeting as Seneschal. 

The new shire trailer has been constructed and is ready for pick up. Melisant will go to Topps later this 

week to pick it up. 

 Ebrahimôs holding name change and Eibhlínôs device resubmission were sent to the Ruby Herald during 

the last week of September and first week of October.  Johannesô and Lorccánôs devices were registered. Rory is 

now the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the SCA College of Arms, a Deputy to the Society Exchequer. 

 The Shire has participated in the Kingdom Pavilion Project conducting an in-Kingdom transfer of $50 to 

the Kingdom towards the new Kingdom pavilion. The Shire will have its arms upon one of the dags on the new 

pavilion. Rory has sent a picture of the Shireôs arms to Duchess Mary Grace, coordinator of the Kingdom Pavilion 

Project. 

The Shire discussed the call from the Crown for bids for Kingdom Fighter Collegium and War Practice and 

decided as a group to support the Shire of Blackwood in their bid to host the event if the Shire of Blackwood 

decided to submit a bid. 

Skallagrim shared the wonderful fact that on September 2, 1964 the United States Congress by joint 

resolution (Public Law 88-566) authorized the President to proclaim October 9 of each year as ñLeif Erikson Dayò. 

President Obama was happy to do that this year. 

Dana completed the invitation to Their Royal Majesties to attend Winter Wonders. She did it on a sheep 

skin. James and Sarah will take it to Swamp Romp to present to Their Royal Majesties. Sarah suggested having all 

of the Winter Wonders scrolls done on animal skins and Eibhlín concurred. 

 Sarah went over Crown List jobs and volunteer slots needing to be filled. Skallagrim and Jera will make the 

pita bread for Travelerôs Fare Sunday afternoon. All are invited to come learn how to make pita bread from 2:00 to 

4:00 p.m. this Sunday, October 18
th
. Olaf is making the site tokens for Crown List. 

 

 

       
 

 

TOWN FAIRE 
 

The Shire A&S Night was held Wednesday, October 28, 2009, at Aulds Library. A large turnout of Shire 

members set to work on the new tapestry/wall hanging for Winter Wonders. THL Avice drew an Icelandic sheep 

and a Norwegian Fiord and the populace painted roughly one-fourth of the tapestry that night. THL Avice brought 

fabric to share with the populace. Red, black, and white fabrics were collected by Mistress Sarah for decorating at 

Crown List next month. THL Melisant not only coordinated the tapestry design and painting but also brought the 

prototype for the Winter Wonders tokens designed by Olaf for Eibhlín to see. 

 

 

      
 

AN HONOR TO BE NOMINATED 
 

The Ardanrunes has been nominated for the Master William Blackfox Award for Best Layout and Design. 
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FROM THE NEW SHIRE CHATELAINE 
 

If you have not met Skallagrim Balrarson, you have not made a trip to west Shreveport for mead making, 

armor work, or pita bread construction! As the Shireôs new Chatelaine, Skallagrim invites questions from everyone 

about participating in the SCA (garb, period to choose, equipment need to camp at events, hobbies, etc.). He may not 

know the answer, but will find out! 

Skallagrim would like to start a new Column in the Ardanrunes, óAsk Skallagrim!ô (Okay, weôll work on 

the column title). Anyway, our aim is for the first column to appear in the January 2010 issue. So start sending 

Skallagrim your questions, so he has time to research them and write up a cool, nifty, neat, and educational but fun 

to read column. Skallagrim can be reached at hospitaller@ardanroe.org from the Chatelaine page on the Shire 

website. 

 

       
 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS II - UPDATE 
 

Ten Qualifying Tournaments ï 4 Baronies each host, 4 Peerages each sponsor, Group Champions day of ToC II, 

Open day of ToC II. Below are the confirmed and penciled dates of qualifying tournaments and the current 

qualifiers. 

 

The Baronies: 

Seleone ï Winter War Practice/30
th
 Anniversary ï February 7: Sir William FitzHugh de Cambria (Tourney winner) 

and Sir Caillin MacLeoid. 

Axemoor ï Baronial Investiture ï April 4: Sir Brian MacBrand (Tourney winner) and THL Geoffrey de Bradelai 

(Dulinn). 

Grey Niche ï Beltaine ï April 25: Sir Rey Ribeaumont (Tourney winner) and THL Mikail al-Rashid (Dex). 

Small Gray Bear ï Barbarian Brawl ï July 25: THL Martin von Augsburg (Tourney winner) and Baron Grimbaldus 

Bacon. 

 

The Peerages: 

Royal Consorts of Gleann Abhann (Roses & Diamonds) ï MidSummer Knights Dream ï August 29: Sir Jon the Tall 

(Tourney winner). 

Pelicans ï War of the Pearls ï September 12: Sir Michael of the Mace (Tourney winner) [SECOND YEAR IN A 

ROW!]. 

Chivalry ï Diamond Wars ï October 10 (Tourney held Friday, October 9): THL Ali Juniad al Maghrebi (Tourney 

winner). 

Laurels ï Swamp Romp ï October 17: Duke Havordh Ættarbani (Tourney winner). 

 

Tournament of Champions II ï December 5 ï to be hosted by the Shire of IronOx 

Two tournaments will be held at Tournaments of Champions II prior to the actual Tournament itself: 

1. An invitational tourney to be fought by all of the group champions (winner and runner-up will 

advance to the final tourney) 

2. An open tourney to be fought by anyone wishing to compete (winner and runner-up will advance 

to the final tourney) 

This will give the sixteen champions who will compete for the honor of Victor of the Tournament of 

Champions II. 

 

mailto:hospitaller@ardanroe.org


Ardanrunes, November 2009 issue  5 

       
 

 

ON THIS DAY 

 
October 1999 
 

1999 ï October 9 ï William Read of Alnwick was elevated to the Order of the Chivalry during Fall Meridian Crown 

List. He was squired to Sir Elazar of Northumbria. Last month marked his tenth anniversary as a member of the 

Chivalry. 

 

 

November 1999 
 

1999 ï November 6 ï The Shire of Loch Bais hosted the third Coronet Tourney for the Principality of Gleann 

Abhann. The winner was Viscount Eric of Chester fighting for THL Christine OôNeill of Cork. 

 

 

      
 

 

CENSUS 2010 ð SCA STYLE 
 

ñFrom the BOD ï Open Volunteer Positionsò (as appeared on page 10 of the October 2009 Ambassador) 

 

SCA Census 2010 Committee Members and Committee Chair 

 

As there have been various pressing issues before the board and membership in the past several months, 

and as the Directors and Corporate staff are committed to obtaining as much information as to the attitudes of the 

membership toward these issues, we are considering creating a ñCensus 2010ò project for the SCA. The Board is 

seeking a team of enthusiastic individuals to help the SCA to create and implement a one year plan to get a census-

level survey in the field that would cover the major topics that confront us, including ñpay forò issues, award 

structure as well as quantitative, qualitative, motivational, and behavioral demographics such as age, gender, 

activities & interest areas, and reasons for joining & remaining in the SCA. 

ñCensus-levelò means we are attempting to reach each and every participant of the SCA be they member or 

non-member. A census-level survey will enable us to understand our participants for purposes of marketing, 

recruitment, grant writing, and planning. It will give us a good, non-anecdotal idea of whom and what we currently 

are and are becoming. It will enable us to plan for the short term and the long term. Most importantly, it will provide 

information which will lead to better solutions to the problems the SCA and its Board are facing. Keep in mind that 

all the individual responses collected will be kept confidential and not sold or shared. All data to be collected or 

published will remain completely anonymous. 

The ideal team member will have: A solid background in research, Skills in survey development, statistical 

data analysis, data mining, Experience with different online survey systems and/or analytical software such as SPSS, 

Strong analytical skills, and The ability to work as a team and meet deadlines. 

Responsibilities will include: Development of objectives, concepts, and other broad aspects Selection of 

survey and analytical systems Development, design, programming, testing and fielding of questionnaires Analysis of 

results, and creation of presentations, including graphs, findings, and actionable recommendations Posting of all 

findings and raw data online. 
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The Census SCA 2010 Committee will report directly to the Board (via Ombudsman) as well as interfacing 

with other members of the Corporate Officer Staff (President, Society Seneschal, Treasurer, etc.). One committee 

member will be selected by the Board of Directors to act as the Census Committee Chair and Project Manager. 

Please email your SCA and Modern Resumes to: directors@sca.org. 

 

 

      
 

 

CARRIAGE CHATTER 
 

 

Gleann Abhann Fall Coronation, October 2-4, Shire of Troll Fen 

(Written by Rory ua Riada from the many flyers, schedules, and reports posted by attendees) 

 

 The Shire of Troll Fen hosted their first of two events during the month of October the first weekend of the 

month at Kingôs Arrow Ranch near Lumberton, Mississippi. George (Jurgis) and Suzanne attended this as their third 

SCA event, representing the Shire of Ardanroe. A surprise attendee was Lord Michael atte Harp, now a resident of 

the Kingdom of Ansteorra. THL Wulfram Forester was the autocrat. Bridget Boyer was the feast cook. THL Judith 

Wilkinson oversaw reservations and troll assisted by her husband, Lord Thomas Wilkinson. Event attendance was 

estimated at 276. 

 The site opened at five oôclock Friday evening. Troll was located in the Green Dragon Inn and travelers 

fare in the main hall. On Saturday following breakfast the final court of King Loric and Queen Diana was held in the 

main hall. Princess Genevria di Betto di Adriano, Her Royal Highness of Ansteorra, was escorted into court by 

Master Charles Pierre de Bourbon. King Loric received the new sword of state crafted by Sir Brian MacBrand, 

Laurel and Knight, and now the new Kingdom Earl Marshal. During court Mistress Eilidh nin Choinnich came forth 

with a gift she wished to present to her protégé, Baroness Etheldred NicEoghainn. It was a yellow belt made of 

sequins and in some aspects hinted at something worn in Middle Eastern dancing but not quite really. Mistress 

Eilidh presented the belt to Baroness Etheldred citing her accomplishments as hardworking, bright, square, and 

funny. At this point Mistress Rosalind and Master Charles stepped forth suggesting an alternative decorative 

garment accessory. They presented a Laurel circlet made by Charles. Actually I am told that Master Charles said, 

ñHell no!ò to Mistress Eilidhôs decorative belt and instead held high the laurel circlet of leaves. The Order of the 

Laurel were summoned and Etheldred (known as Dredda) was elevated into the Order. Members of the Order 

present included Erik of Telemark, Brighid Olesdottir of Loch Ree, Alysia Gabrielle de Fougéres, Brian MacBrand, 

Damiano Elie Bellini, Anna Nikolaevna Petrakova, Rosalind bint Mihrimah, Charles Pierre de Bourbon, and from 

Meridies Gwynneth Annora (known as Amber) and Maximilian Racheengel. Sir Ashikaga Hiromoto and Sir Brian 

MacBrand spoke for the Chivalry. Mistress Brigit and Master Erik spoke for the Laurels. Mistress Eilidh and 

Mistress Meaghan Arsmith of Ludlow spoke for the Pelicans. Countess Lailiane Asenina and Duke Maximilian 

Racheengel spoke for the Royal Peers. Earl/Sir/Master Brian MacBrand presented the laurel medallion. Duchess 

Lethrenn of Meridies presented a Laurel cloak for Dredda to wear. The scroll was done by Lady Bailey Rose Marsh. 

Dame Dredda became the seventh member of the Order of the Laurel elevated in the Kingdom of Gleann Abhann. 

The Order of the Diamond Chalice had business, lacking in number. Gellis and Dafydd were sent out and 

escorted THL Ancyra up to be inducted into the Order and greeted by the members of the Diamond Chalice, 

including Gellis Dafydd, Etheldred, Medb, Lailiane, Mary Grace, Charles, and Genevote. 

 At the very start of court, as was Their Royal Majesties custom, a narrator recounted of the most recent 

travels of the Crown. Baron Thaddeus Camberwell was the narrator this morning and at the beginning of court told a 

horrific tale of monstrous beings, possible plagues, and other darkness that Their Majesties and Their entourage 

encountered on the journey home from Kingdom Arts and Sciences. In fact all of the entourage except for Sir James 

the Holy, Queenôs Champion, and Lord Bran Finn hua Neill, court herald, appeared stricken with some illness, hue 

of skin and motion of bodies almost as if they were zombies. 

 Much later in court, Her Majesty decided to strictly chastise the entourage and handing her Crown to the 

Kingdom Seneschal, THL Ravenswar, went behind the thrones. There from were heard ghastly noises and Her 

mailto:directors@sca.org
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Majesty called for help which was immediately given by His Majesty behind the throne. Sadly soon after both 

returned to their thrones in a dreadful state, pale hue of body and near absent of mind and motion. Liken unto 

zombies the Reanimated King and Queen dispensed several worthy awards upon the populace, including a Grant of 

Arms to Nigel de Rothwelle. At last, THL Ravenswar lured and coaxed Their Majesties and Their entourage out of 

the building and court was closed. A runner was sent to find Their Highnesses. 

 Decked out in wondrous Viking splendor, William and Onora became the ninth King and Queen of Gleann 

Abhann. Loric and Diana returned in health, having been taken to see a witch doctor, who cured them with the 

words, ñooo eee ooo ah ah ching chang walla walla bing bang.ò Loric was made an Earl and Diana a Countess, the 

scrolls done by Mistress Isabel the Mad. Diana also received a cloak as a member of the Order of the Rose. 

 While the populace partook of a lunch fundraiser provided by the Shire of Blackmoor Keep and chefs 

Broddi Raudskegga and Mateo Lopez in the main hall, the Rose and Diamond Royal Luncheon was held in the 

Green Dragon Inn. 

 In the afternoon a celebration reception was held for Dame Dredda in the Green Dragon Inn, while the 

Pelicans met in Bede Hall, the Diamond Chalice at the Axemoor group camp, and all Kingdom Officers and 

Territorial Baronages in the late afternoon under the royal pavilion. A heavy weapons tourney was held on the field 

in front of the fort while the Yeoman and Sentry tourneys were held on Hasting Field. A rapier dagger tourney in the 

style of the Viking duel, the Holmganga, was held after the heavy weapons tourney. 

 During evening court heralded by Lady Ashikaga Kimiko, Duke Maximilian Racheengel received the 

scroll as winner of the Heavy Weapons Tournament, defeating Lord Setimio dôOlivio in the finals. Twenty-six 

people participated in the tourney. THL Wulfram Forester became the Kingdom Sentry, following his son, Sean 

Forester. THL Dafydd ap y Kynith became the Kingdom Yeoman. Earl Loric Sylvestris was inducted into the Silver 

Lamp and THL Frederick Alton into the Diamond Chalice. Frederick also became the new Kingdom Rapier Marshal 

as Wulfram turned over the office. THL Cormac the Bald turned over the office of Chamberlain to Duchess Mary-

Grace of Gatland. THL Pol Uto was the winner of the ten participants in the rapier version of the Holmganga. HRH 

Genevria of Ansteorra presented personal banners to William and Onora. Michael atte Harp participated in this 

presentation. Duke Seth of Newcastle with Duke Maximilian and Duchess Lethrenn attended as a contingent from 

Meridies. Of pets, Harley, Countess Meaghanôs little dog who attended Slay the Hydra, was present. Baroness 

Barbaraôs guessing game was the number of penanular or fibula broaches represented by safety pins, as óthe King 

and Queen hold things together much as these items doô. The correct number was 231. 

 Following feast, in lieu of a ball there was a bardic circle in the main hall where a candle was passed from 

performer to performer. An impromptu hafla also occurred later in the Green Dragon Inn. Lord Broddi Raudskegga 

and Senor Mateo Lopez won the dessert competition at the bardic circle ball with Bacon Baklava. 

 Jurgis and Suzanne reported having a wonderful time and successfully carried out their currier mission, 

locating Lord Jakob Gempl von Essen to pass on a ring for Mistress Miriel Dubois crafted by consignment by THL 

Connor the Black and passed by his wife Rovena into Maistir Roryôs hands to ensure delivery. 

 

 

Battle of Three Queens, October 2-4, Shire of Rosenfeld (Ansteorra) 

 

 Shire members may have attended this event to learn intelligence for the Crown in regards to BAM! 

 

 

Diamond Wars, October 8-11, Barony of Small Gray Bear 

(Written by Rory ua Riada based on the wonderful program booklet and news postings) 

 

 Blaec, James and Sarah attended the Barony of Small Gray Bearôs Diamond Wars the second weekend of 

October at Camp Taloha in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Lord Paul the Small was the head event steward, assisted by Lord 

Brendan mac Sionnac. Lady Elspeth de Culane was the óabove the saltô feast cook while THL Katryne MacIntosh 

the Strange was the óbelow the saltô feast cook. Reservations were handled by Lady Abigail Gryndley. As tradition, 

Diamond Wars was a four day event starting Thursday and ending Sunday. 

 This yearôs theme was óAltan Orda, the Golden Campô. Set in the year 1242 the Mongols have swept 

through the lands, making many things their own in the process. Now Batu Khan, the grandson of Genghis Khan, is 

ready to establish his capital at Saraj. Join the Golden Horde for a celebration of conquest, the horse, and the 

Golden Camp along the River Volga as the Turks and Mongols are united as the Tatar people. 

 The site opened at five oôclock Thursday evening with dinner served from seven to ten oôclock. Friday was 

the first full day of the event. Four meals were served ï breakfast, lunch, dinner, and travelerôs fare. Sadly the 
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weather was not cooperative and dumped several inches (up to 6 inches or more in some areas) during the week and 

weekend. 

 Barring the weather, four heavy weapons tournaments were scheduled for Friday. The Sword of Orion 

Tourney was to be held in the morning with participants only using a great sword or bastard sword. Following lunch 

the Marshin Fayne Axe Tourney was to be a bear pit tourney. Full gauntlets were required of all participants but 

axes would be provided. In the afternoon starting around three oôclock the Order of the Chivalryôs sponsored 

Tournament of Champions Qualifier Tourney was held. THL Martin von Augsberg was one of the marshals and 

reported that, ñNine fighters braved the intermittent rain and swampy conditions to contest the TOC qualifier. 

THLord Ali was victorious. Despite the best efforts of the fighters, the sapling that I defended throughout the 

tourney managed to survive.ò Friday Night Fights starting around nine oôclock would require full gauntlets. 

 The light weapons fighters also had a full day planned with the Mongolian Horseback Tourney in the 

morning and an afternoon of melees that included a road, wood, bridge, and fort battle. They too would hold Friday 

Night Fights at nine oôclock. The Mongolian horses were stick horses. Participants had to keep their mounts alive to 

be able to remain mobile. 

 Pending the weather the live weapons range was set up Friday morning with the afternoon open for practice 

and mini-tournaments closing at six oôclock. 

 Over a dozen classes were scheduled for Friday, many following the theme of the event. These included 

Basic Felting by THL Melandra, Mongolian Boots by THL Motan, Simple Del Construction by Viscountess 

Danielle, and Flavors of the Silk Road by Lady Zhara. This year was also the first attempt at a Chefôs Seminar, 

which was composed of many classes Friday and Saturday in the feast hall. This was the brainchild of THL Katryne 

and she got many experienced feast cooks to teach. 

 The Chefôs Seminar began with an introduction and overview Friday morning led by THL Katryne. This 

was followed by classes on Cheese Curds by Lady Myra of the Glen, Breadmaking (part one in the morning and two 

in the afternoon) by Medb inghean Daire, Tagine Cooking by Lady Zhara um Nikko, Unconsidered Resources by 

THL Katryne, Portions, Notions, and Cookery Ideas by Aine ni Shuilleabain, Your Kitchen Crew and You by THL 

Katryne, Practical Cookery ï Samosas by Lady Zhara, and Practical applications for feeding a crowd by THL 

Katryne. The Chefôs Seminar concluded on Saturday with the afternoon class by Duchess Ilissa the Nightwatcher on 

Combat Feast Cooking. 

 As mentioned, James and Sarah attended the event representing Ardanroe. Sarah gave a class on Protocol 

and Precedence Friday and James and Sarah taught a hands-on Silk Banner Painting class on Saturday. Other classes 

Saturday included Martial Arts Stretching with Sir Michael of the Mace, Live Weapons Rules and Weapons Types 

with Thorvald Skalli, Youth Combat by Baroness Bethany, Basic Research by Christine Saucier, Writing Award 

Recommendations by Viscountess Gabrielle, Horses 101 by Lady Christina, Hot Stone Hand Massage by the Spa 

Guild followed by their meet and greet social. 

 Saturday was the melee battle day for heavy weapons fighters with a road, wood, bridge, fort, and another 

fort battle. The light weapons fighters held a Silk Road Caravan melee in the afternoon followed by the first ever 

ñPete the Bosônôs Piratical Plank-Walkinô Booty-Lootinô Shanty-Singinô Hold the Deck Boardinô Party Rapier 

Tourneyò.  

 At the live weapons range a horseback archery tournament was sponsored by Mistress Genevote followed 

by a thrown weapons mini-tournament in the morning. In the afternoon there was an archery royal round, a teen 

archery tournament sponsored by Elaina the Merchant, and a Ladies-only axe tournament sponsored by Thorvald 

Skalli. 

 Saturday also included the arts and sciences competitions. Baron Hrothgar sponsored the Small Gray Bear 

Brewing Competition in the afternoon but entries in all of the different arts and sciences competitions had to be 

registered and set up by nine-thirty in the main hall. These included Mongol in Any Medium sponsored by Mistress 

Genevote, a Horse in Any Medium sponsored by Lady Christiana Breakspear, an Open A&S Competition requiring 

documentation, and an Open Youth A&S sponsored by Elaina the Merchant. Elaina also sponsored a Youth Open 

Bardic to be judged at ten oôclock that morning. Best Period Encampment was a final competition with a prize for 

Best European and for Best Eastern. These were to be judged in a walk-around Saturday afternoon. 

 Saturday evening King William held court. This was also the first Baronial court of the new Baron and 

Baroness of Small Gray Bear, CuCullin and Eithne. Blaec was one of the entourage to King William. A reception 

for the new Baron and Baroness followed feast. 
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Swamp Romp, October 16-18, Shire of Troll Fen 

(Written by Rory ua Riada incorporating reports from Ebrahim, Barbara, Brigit, and others) 

 

 The Shire of Troll Fen, having no concept of the word órestô held not one, but two events during the month 

of October. Swamp Romp was held at Chicot State Park near Ville Platte, Louisiana, the third weekend of October. 

The site was under construction as the foundation had been laid for a new, larger main hall. Mistress Brigit 

Olesdottir was autocrat replacing Lady Agnes Moray. Bridget Boyer was the feast cook, having also cooked feast 

for Coronation two weeks ago. THL Judith Wilkinson was the reservations coordinator, while Master Erik of 

Telemarkôs home was the reservations mail -to address. The event included the Order of the Laurelôs sponsored 

Tournament of Champions Qualifier Tourney, the Troll Fen Defender tourney, Troll Fen Protector Rapier tourney, 

and a special Laurelôs Prize for the fighter dressed best suiting their persona.  

 After the nearly ten inches of rain in Ardanroe at the beginning of October, the weekend at Swamp Romp 

was beautiful with cool breezes, sunshine, and dry if slightly damp grounds. Ninety-three gentlefolk attended 

included Sarah, James, Ebrahim, and Avalina from Ardanroe. Ebrahim had this to say about the event: 

ñI shot four rolls of film, including what I _hope_ will be a good one of 

the scroll James presented to the Crown. I missed the expression on Onoraôs 

face, though. I have never seen such a look of awe on anyoneôs face before. Lots 

of pictures of fighting, some general shots, and Court. I let Barbara take all the 

pictures of the table settings, I was having flash issues. 

Avalina and I sat in on a class about the structure of the SCA presented 

by Master Erik of Telemark. He did an excellent job breaking down just who is 

responsible for what, and why it works that way in the SCA. 

 The feast: Wow! I do believe it ranks in the top ten of all the feasts Iôve 

had in all my time in the SCA. It would have been very near to perfect ï for me 

ï except I had issues with a cheese dish that was served which seemed a bit off 

to my taste. Avalina, on the other hand, found no fault with it, and couldnôt 

believe I didnôt enjoy it. 

 We both enjoyed the bacon wrapped green beans, and the chicken in a 

later course was done to falling off the bones and juicy as none Iôve had at an 

event in a while. 

 Later, at the Bardic Circle around a very nice fire built in an above 

ground ñpitò, there was some excellent music and I learned why Knights in drag 

should always wear drawers.ò 

 In addition to Master Erikôs class on Structures in the SCA, THL Judith Wilkinson taught Basic Heraldry 

which covered voice, site, field, and court heraldry, Mistress Sarah MacGregor taught Protocol and Precedence, and 

Mistress Brigit Olesdottir taught So You Want to Become a Chirurgeon. 

Lunch was a fundraiser lunch of red beans and rice supplied by Conroi FitzHughe and was served on the 

field. 

 The Laurelôs sponsored Tournament of Champions Qualifier tourney had eighteen entrants. Baroness 

Isabella DôArques was the list minister. Sir Leto Darkhorse and His Majesty William marshaled. Alerkr, Iain 

O'Donnell and Jean Louis heralded and Caellach McAedhain ran cards. While Baron Grimbaldus was listed as the 

bye fighter, Jean Louis was also a bye fighter. And so when ñGrimbaldus the Bye Fighterò was called, Jean Louis 

would pop up. At one point both bye fighters took the field to fight each other to determine who would be the bye 

fighter of the match just called. Duke Havordh defeated Olaf Bristlebeard Erikson in the finals to win the tourney. In 

addition to being the Laurelôs Champion, Duke Havordh was also declared Troll Fenôs Defender. Baron Grimbaldus 

Bacon won the Laurels' Prize for best kit and appearance around the field. Olaf Bristlebeard Erikson was given a gift 

for being the list runner up. Setimio dôOlivio won the ñLeafò battles and received a prize of Gleann Abhann duct 

tape and one of Mistress Rebecca's Ukrainian painted eggs. Lord Brandubh (Brandu) De Santini won the rapier 

tourney to become Troll Fenôs Protector. 

 Elena Harris won Baroness Barbaraôs guessing game. During court James ens les Breres read and displayed 

the invitation to attend Winter Wonders written by THL Dana on sheep skin to Their Majesties. Most if not all 

scrolls for that future January event would be on similar material ï animal skins. 

Feast included the ever popular bacon wrapped green beans from Coronation. The menu was as follows: 1) 

Bread with herbed cheese spread & honey butter, cheese, bacon wrapped green beans; 2) Cheese & egg pie and 

mushroom, onion & chicken pie; 3) Roasted chicken and cheese noodles; 4) Beef stew and bread with butter; 5) 
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Apple pie and carrot cake. 

 

 

     
 

   
 

To the delight of Their Majesties William and Onora and the populace present in the court of Swamp Romp 

(10/17/2009), James read and displayed the invitation to the January 2010 Winter Wonders.  Baroness Barbara had 

been instructed to capture images of this piece of court and quickly forward them to Maistir Rory for the fine 

Ardanrunes publication.  She is Pleased to do so. 
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Photos by Ebrahim 
 

          
          Baroness Barbara and her guessing game   Their Majesties watch the tourney 

 

       
         Sir Leto marshals a bout with the bye fighter Grimbaldus  Sir Uric and James watch the tourney 

 

    
The populace watches in awe as the sheep skin scroll is read and displayed by James 

 


